Do patients with income-based insurance have access to total joint arthroplasty?
The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) is expected to increase health care availability through Medicaid expansion. The objective of this study was to evaluate potential effects of the PPACA by examining access to total hip arthroplasty in Southern California. 39 orthopaedic surgeons were called to schedule a hip arthroplasty. Insurances used included a Preferred Provider Organization (PPO), Medicare, and three income-based insurances. There was a significant difference in acceptance rate when comparing PPO and Medicare patients with income-based insurances (P < 0.001). This study showed that in Southern California, patients with income-based insurances are limited in the number of surgeons from whom they can receive care. Thus, although the PPACA will increase the number of insured patients, it may not similarly increase access to providers.